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Rudolf Rampf: “Don’t just talk — act”

Founder of the international RAMPF Group receives the
German Federal Cross of Merit
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Grafenberg, November 7, 2017. In front of an historical backdrop and a large audience, Rudolf
Rampf, founder of the international RAMPF Group, was recently presented with the German Fed-

eral Cross of Merit. Around 200 guests came to the historic Alte Kelter Grafenberg to attend the

official presentation by Baden-Wirttemberg's Minister of Economic Affairs, Nicole Hoffmeister-
Kraut (CDU).

Has made an outstanding and lasting contribution to the state and its people: Rudolf Rampf received the Federal Cross of Merit
from the Baden-Wiirttemberg Minister of Economic Affairs, Nicole Hoffmeister-Kraut, at a festive evening event in Grafenberg.
© Thomas Kiehl

“Even though you were born in Austria and brought up in Bavaria, you have created a typically Swabian
success story,” said Hoffmeister-Kraut at the beginning of her speech, referring to the inventiveness and
hard work that are said to be characteristic of the Swabians.

Indeed, a combination of hard work and inventive genius led to a groundbreaking invention at the begin-
ning of the 1980s — the first polyurethane modeling board. This enabled Rudolf Rampf to build his one-
man operation into an international corporation that now employs a workforce of more than 800.

Nicole Hoffmeister-Kraut summarized the career of the 72-year-old inventor and entrepreneur, empha-
sizing “people like you have played a central role in making Baden-Wirttemberg a strong economic loca-
tion and a winner of globalization.”

Inventor, entrepreneur, active citizen

The Minister also highlighted the great importance of family-owned companies, saying they form the
backbone of the German economy and are therefore much more than just producers of goods and ser-
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vices. “Family-owned companies represent values, and thus also form a community of like-minded peo-
ple. This social function is becoming increasingly important in times of weakening social ties. The fact
that you have successfully handed over the reins of the company you founded to the next generation in
the shape of your sons is even more evidence of your far-sightedness as an entrepreneur.”

The speeches by Nicole Hoffmeister-Kraut, former Baden-Wurttemberg Finance Minister Willi Stachele,
and Grafenberg’s Mayor Annette Bauer all made clear that Rudolf Rampf had earned his Cross of Merit
in recognition of both his outstanding business achievements and his wide-ranging social activities.

With passion and dedication

It is evident that Rudolf Rampf is guided by the same principles whether he is acting as an entrepreneur
or as a committed citizen. “He is a man of action, he puts passion and dedication into everything he does
— whether it be the Rudolf Rampf Foundation for young people in Grafenberg, the water and education
project in Angola, or his activities as a local politician and sponsor,” said Bauer.

Rudolf Rampf's acceptance speech was typical for the company founder: Instead of focusing on past
successes, he preferred to speak about current issues. He called on politicians to support German
SMEs, and thus a “value-oriented” business model. “People who run family-owned businesses are liable
for their capital, their existence depends on the success of their business. They therefore calculate risk
very care-fully and think and act for the long term.”

A strong man — with a strong wife

Rudolf Rampf has also been active in the field of development aid for many years. His experiences in
Angola in particular taught him that a lasting effect can only be achieved by following the principle of
helping people help themselves. “In many African countries, monetary aid does not arrive where it is
needed, but in the coffers of corrupt governments. This is why | decided a long time ago to provide on
the ground help, including by building a school in Angola.”

In his moving speech, Rudolf Rampf called on others to get involved in voluntary work. “Society doesn’t
work without volunteers. Each individual has the ability to make a contribution to a functioning communi-
ty. And we shouldn't just talk about it, we have to do it.”

It goes without saying that Rudolf Rampf’s achievements as an entrepreneur and his social commitment
were the focus of the evening’s event. “But | would never have been able to achieve all this without the
support of my wife Eva-Marion,” he emphasized “She has stood by me in good and, above all, in bad
times, and was always the strong woman at my side and the firm foundation of our family.”

Rudolf Rampf’s speech was greeted with several minutes of applause. It was clear that everyone in the
room — politicians, family members, RAMPF employees, and Grafenberg locals alike — was thrilled for
Rudolf Rampf and happy to celebrate with him.
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A strong team: Eva-Marion and Rudolf Rampf. © Thomas Kiehl
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The RAMPF Group stands for engineering and chemical solutions and caters to the economic and ecological needs of indus-
try.

The range of competencies includes:

> production and recycling of materials for modeling, lightweight construction, bonding, and protection;

> technical production systems for precise, dynamic positioning and automation, as well as technologies for complex
composite parts production;

> comprehensive range of solutions and services, particularly for innovative customer-specific requirements.

With this know-how, RAMPF helps its customers to achieve profitable and sustainable growth.
The Group secures its presence on the international markets with 800 employees and six core competencies:

> RAMPF Machine Systems based in Wangen (G6ppingen), Germany, develops and produces multi-axis positioning
and moving systems, trunk machines, and basic machines based on high-precision machine beds and machine bed
components made from alternative materials.

> RAMPF Production Systems based in Zimmern o. R., Germany, develops and produces mixing and dispensing sys-
tems for bonding, sealing, foaming, and casting a wide variety of materials. The company also offers a wide range of
automation skills relating to all aspects of process engineering.

> RAMPF Composite Solutions based in Burlington, Ontario, Canada, is a holistic composites supplier to companies in
the aerospace and medical industries. The company offers a complete suite of services including composite part de-
sign and engineering, metal-to-composite conversion engineering, and composite manufacturing to very tight toleranc-
es.

> RAMPF Eco Solutions based in Pirmasens, Germany, develops chemical solutions for the manufacture of high-quality
alternative polyols from PU and PET waste materials. This expertise is also put to use in the planning and construction
of customer-specific facilities for manufacturing polyols.

> RAMPF Polymer Solutions based in Grafenberg, Germany, develops and produces reactive resin systems based on
polyurethane, epoxy, and silicone. Its product portfolio includes liquid and thixotropic sealing systems, electro and en-
gineering casting resins, edge and filter casting resins, and adhesives.

> RAMPF Tooling Solutions based in Grafenberg, Germany, develops and produces board and liquid materials for
cutting-edge modeling and mold engineering. The range of skills includes made-to-measure services and products
such as pastes, large-volume and full-size castings for Close Contour models, and prototyping systems.

RAMPF has subsidiaries in Germany, the U.S., Canada, Japan, and China.

All RAMPF companies are united under a holding company — RAMPF Holding GmbH & Co. KG — based in Grafenberg, Germa-
ny.
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